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Walk Across Texas 2015 Round 1 
will be well remembered for the 

weather. We started on March 1 
with snow and ended on April 25 
with rain. In between were a 
handful of beautiful spring days 

but more days than not, it rained.   

Even if the weather didn’t cooperate, six 
teams logged 10,324.84 miles, which 
adds up to 13 one-way trips from Tex-
arkana to El Paso. 

Daniele McOSKER’s Kind Soles 
(County Clerk) logged the most miles 

with 2,363.21 miles. Right behind them 
were Matthew HAWKINS’ POWER 
Walkers (District Clerk) with 2,324.10 

miles.  

Just a few steps behind them were Va-
lerie MILLER’s Sweet Soles (District 

Attorney) with 1,863.88 miles and 
Daphne QUICK’s Walknados (Health 
Care) with 1,623.80.  

Abby SPENCE’s The Walking Dead 
(Human Resources) logged 1,184.42 
miles while Kathy BOUNDS’ It’s Up to 
You Team!  (417th District Court) had 
965.43 miles.   

Teams of eight were challenged to walk 
800 miles (the distance across Texas)  
in eight weeks, so you can easily say 

that county employees are highly com-
petitive.  

If teams continue to walk as they did 

during the eight weeks of Walk Across 
Texas, the potential economic impact is 
$1,102,224 and 16 employees could 
avoid or delay developing diabetes.  

Walk Across Texas is sponsored by Tex-
as A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Six Teams Walk Across Texas — about 13 times over 

Stay safe  

exercising  

outdoors  
The weather will soon 
be hot, but don’t let 
warm days interfere 
with being active out-

side.  

The new, shady walking 
trail (right) near the Ad-
ministration Building will 

be waiting for you to en-
joy. But before you lace 
up your running shoes, 
read these tips to keep 

your cool. 

 Exercise in the early 

morning or late even-
ing hours. The tem-

perature is the coolest 
at this time. Avoid 
exercising midday be-
cause it's the hottest 
part of the day.  

 Drink up! Do not wait 
(Continued on page 2) LENGTH: .56 miles or, 2,929 feet; or, 1,171.6000000000001 steps. 



 

 

Page 2 C O LL I N CO UN T Y CO N NE C T I ON 

NEWS 

until you are thirsty to 

start hydrating. Drink 
two to four 8 ounce 
glasses of water each 
hour. If you are exer-
cising for an extended 
period of time, drink a 

sports beverage to re-
place the salt and min-
erals you lose through 
sweat. If you are on 
diuretics or a low-salt 
or fluid-restricted diet, 

talk to your doctor first 
about your specific 
fluid needs.  

 Wear lightweight, 

loose-fitting clothing. 
Consider dressing in 
clothes made with 
moisture-wicking fab-

ric.  

 Protect yourself from 

the sun. Wear a hat, 
sunglasses and sun-
screen with an SPF 15 
or higher. Try to exer-
cise in the shade.  

 Rest early and often. 

Take breaks in shady 
areas.  

 Gradually get used to 

the heat. It takes sev-
en to 10 days for your 

body to adapt to the 
change in temperature. 
Start by exercising for 
a short time, at a low 
intensity.  

 Mind the weather. Do 

not exercise outside on 
the hottest days. 

 Stop right away if you 

don’t feel well and 

learn how to spot sig-
nals of heat-related 
illness. Signals range 
from cramps to muscle 
spasms due to lost 
nutrients to more seri-

ous signs like dizziness 
or fainting. 

– Kaila COHEN,  
UnitedHealthcare Nurse 
Liaison for Collin County 

(Continued from page 1) 

Health Care Services and UnitedHealthcare. 

Round 2 of 2015 will start in mid-September and conclude before Thanksgiving.  Details 
will be available in August so get your walking shoes ready. We’re walking across Texas 
again.  

For more information, contact Carrie BRAZEAL at Ext. 4231. 

(Continued from page 1) 

WAT 2015 winning ‘Kind Soles’ team members, from left to right: Pat CROSSWHITE, 
Cece LEGGIERI, Donna FOSTER, Donna LAIRD, Michelle KACZAR, Sue MARTENS, 
Anna Belle DARLAND and Daniele McOSKER, team captain.   

Hall-of-Famer 
Collin County Sheriff Terry BOX (left) 
was recently presented with the Hall of 

Fame Award by the Texas Jail Associa-
tion.  This award recognizes Sheriff 
Box’s career of outstanding contribu-
tions to county corrections and the 
criminal justice system. Sheriff Box has 

been an active member of the Texas 
Jail Association since 1992. He also 
served as Chairman of the Texas Com-
mission on Jail Standards from 2000-
2003 after being appointed to the com-
mission by then Governor George 

BUSH. 
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Tuning in live, from Austin 

County Commissioner Susan FLETCHER (far right) participates in the discussion and voting for the April 13 Commission-
ers Court via a remote video link from Austin, with (from left) Commissioners Duncan WEBB and Chris HILL, County 
Judge Keith SELF and Commissioner Cheryl WILLIAMS. It was the first time a Collin County Commissioners Court meet-
ing included one of its members via live remote, after a law change allowed for Commissioners court member to do so.  

 
The Texas Association of Governmental Information 
Technology Managers (TAGITM) named Caren SKIP-
WORTH, Collin County’s Chief Information Officer, as 
the first recipient of the Rick Moore Award at its an-

nual conference in April. 
 
The Award is presented to a member of the organization 
who has demonstrated commitment to the goals and the 
vision of the organization, dedication to Government Infor-
mation Technology and service as a mentor to other Gov-

ernment Information Technology professionals.  
 
Caren has been in the technology field for 34 years and 
worked for Collin County for the last 24 years.  

TAGITM is a not-for-profit organization that provides infor-
mation systems professionals a forum for generating ideas, 
sharing problems and developing solutions. Its purpose is 
to enable Texas cities, counties, school districts and ap-

praisal districts to realize the full potential of automation 
benefits. 

TAGITM names Skipworth 1st Rick Moore Award Winner 
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Crime Victims Luncheon 
District Attorney Greg WILLIS (above, center) along with the Collin County Crime Victims 
Council honored victims of crime and those that assist them at a courthouse luncheon in 
late April. The DA’s mission of pursuing justice and protecting our community was evident 

throughout the recognition of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week beginning with a joint 
proclamation in Commissioners’ Court. Pictured here are County Judge Keith SELF,  far 
left, and other guests.  

Stacey Kemp 

nominated for 

Clerk of Year 
 

County Clerk Stacey 

KEMP is one of only 
eight County Clerks in 
the state of Texas to be 
nominated for the Coun-

ty Clerk of the Year 
2015 by the Region V 
County and District 

Clerk’s Association.  

Stacey is being recognized 
for bringing new technology 
and innovative processes to 
her office, improving cus-
tomer service to the public. 

In office since 2007 and has 
won multiple awards for her 
innovative best practices, 

including online searches of 
public and legal notices, 
online renewals of livestock 
marks and brands, and 
online marriage license and 
DBA applications.  

She recently launched the 
third phase of Collin County’s 
Genealogy Corner, which 

allows anyone to search 
online for historical records 
such as mar-
riage records 
dating to 

1846, birth 
and death in-
dexes dating 
to 1901 and 
school census 
records dating 

to 1935. 

Collin County’s 
probate and 

civil county 
courts began 
using a com-
prehensive court manage-
ment system in 2008 that 

allows integration with law 
enforcement and the District 
Attorney’s office. The crimi-
nal county courts went online 
with this system in 2010. As 
a result, the probate and civil 

courts are now operating using electronic 
documents, virtually eliminating the use 
of paper in the courts.  

Stacey expects to have a pilot program 
for paperless criminal courts by the end 
of the year. 

She has ensured that the county’s histori-
cal records are publicly available by insti-

tuting comprehensive 
preservation protocols of the 
County Clerk’s records. 

Historical  documents are 
cleaned, de-acidified, encap-
sulated in special sleeves 
and placed in permanent 
binders that will last for 

many generations to 
come. To date, more than 2 
million pages of historical 
records have been pre-
served. 

Stacey also encouraged pa-
perless filings in her Land Records de-
partment. As a result, 75 percent of all 

documents filed in Land Records are now 
electronically recorded.   

The County Clerk now has more than 5 

million records available online, 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. 

Mapping out 2 wins 

Bret FENSTER (above) of IT’s GIS/

Rural Addressing department took 

1st and 2nd Place in the 25th Anni-

versary, South Central ARC User 

Conference Poster Contest. Repre-

sentatives from SCAUG formally 

presented him his awards in Com-

missioners Court in June. 
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Meet the Internal Audit Group 

Pictured above is the Internal Audit Group, committed to ensure financial integrity, pro-
vide financial guidance, protect county assets and maintain accurate financial  and ac-
counting records. They are here to work beside you as a team for Collin County.  

From left, back row: Robert ORTEGON, Jerry HIGGINS and Steven BEMIS; front 
row, Kathy MOSS, Scott GRIGG, Kristine MALONE, Tony WONG, and George VAR-
GHESE. 

Speaking of the Internal Audit 
Group, George VARGHESE 
(above) was promoted to Au-

dit Manager in May. George 
earned a Master’s Degree in 
Economics from University of 
Indore in India and came to 
United States in 1981. He 
also earned a Bachelor of 

Business Administration from 
Central State University Okla-
homa in 1985. After graduat-
ing George worked as a Staff 
Accountant at BSC Life Insur-
ance Company, a subsidiary 

of Blue Cross Blue Shield 
where he served as an assis-
tant to the Controller. In 1990 
George began working as an 
Internal Auditor for the Dallas 
County Auditor’s Office. In 

November 2000 he began 
working as an Internal Audi-
tor for the Collin County Audi-
tor’s Office.  

Red Nose Day 

 Collin County Communi-

ty Supervision and Cor-
rection Department court 
officers pose for a group 
shot in support of Red Nose 
Day in May, dedicated to 
raising money for children 

and young people living in 
poverty by simply having fun 
and making people laugh.  
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Terry WILLEY, Chief Deputy in the Tax 

Office, retired on April 24.  

Terry, pictured above  left with County 

Tax Assessor and Collection Kenneth 

MAUN,  began his employment with Collin 

County in Janu-

ary 2004 in Mo-

tor Vehicle in 

the Plano Office. 

He was quickly 

promoted to 

Property Tax 

Technician/

Liaison as he 

continued to 

obtain his Regis-

tered Tax Asses-

sor Certification.  

He was promot-

ed to Chief Dep-

uty in the Tax 

Office where he 

was respected 

by everyone. His 

favorite past 

times are hunt-

ing and golfing.  

Terry and his wife, Carol, plan to travel to 

Hawaii, Finland and take a cruise to Cana-

(Continued on page 7) 

From Facilities  

Maintenance … 

Facilities Maintenance welcomes 
a new Grounds Maintenance 
crewmember, Eddie SPENCE.   

Scott JONES recently received 
his 15-year service pin and 

served his tenure as a Facilities 
Groundskeeper. His duties in-
clude all aspects of lawn mainte-
nance at all County owned build-
ings, assisting Facilities Mainte-
nance Technicians, inclement 

weather clean-up and the annual 
set up of all the Christmas dé-
cor.  Congratulations and thank 
you for your dedicated service. 

Housekeeping Coordinator, 

Brenda TURNER will be retired 

May 29. As the Housekeeping 

Coordinator for the past 18 

years, she was responsible for 

overseeing the Housekeeping 

Contract, day porters, Mat rent-

als, window cleaning and uni-

form rental for Facilities mainte-

nance. She began working in 

this field 25 years ago and has 

worked at various medical facili-

ties, government entities, public 

and residential buildings, Proctor 

& Gamble and Tanglewood Re-

sort.   

Brenda received her certification 

in Healthcare Environmental 

Manager, which certifies her to 

work within industrial, medical, 

government, public and residen-

tial buildings. In her retirement, 

Brenda is looking forward to 

traveling and visiting her grand-

children more often.  She is ex-

cited to have more time to enjoy 

gardening and restoring her his-

torical home. Facilities Mainte-

nance has been very blessed 

and is truly losing a great asset. 

Brenda, thank you for your ser-

vice and dedication. We wish 

you the best retirement has to 

offer. 

Brenda TURNER with Facilities Director Dan JAMES. 

TAX OFFICE 
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 Juvenile Supervision Officer Chris CHAMBLIESS (right) re-

ceived his 10-year service pin from Detention Supervisor Rod-

ney ALEXANDER. Officer Chambliess works with juveniles or-

dered to participate in the Post-Adjudication Program. 

 Juvenile Supervision Of-

ficer Valerie DABNEY 

(above, left) received her 15-

Year service pin from Deputy 

Director Lynn HADNOT.  

da. During his retirement, he plans to perfect his 

golf game and spend time with his grandchil-

dren.  

Terry will be greatly missed by everyone in the 

Tax Office. 

Syble WILSON retired on April 30, after 16 

years in the 

Motor Vehicle 

Department.  

Syble was hired 

in February 

1999 as a Reg-

istration Clerk 

and was pro-

moted to Title 

Specialist. She 

always had a 

smile on her 

face and loved 

working with 

and helping the 

public. Syble enjoys making flower arrange-

ments and sharing them with family and friends. 

She also loves to sing and is very involved with 

her church and community.  

Syble will be missed by everyone is the Tax Of-

fice. 

(Continued from page 6) JUVENILE DETENTION 

 Juvenile Supervision Officer 
Bobby HOWELL (above, right) 
received his 20-year service pin 

from Deputy Director Lynn 
HADNOT. 

 Deputy Director Lynn HADNOT (above, right) received his 15-year ser-

vice pin from Superintendent Jeff FALEFIA.  
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 Felony Investigator Kim 

PICKRELL received her 15-

year service pin and is a joy 

to work with. 

 Congratulations to 

Chief Felony Prosecutor 

Lisa KING for 15 years of 

service. Lisa is described 

by her colleagues as bold, 

fearless, and supportive 

of the team.    

 Felony Investigator Chad 

SMITH was presented his 15-

year service pin by District Attorney Greg WILLIS.  Thank you, Chad, for always going the 

extra mile to be helpful. 

 Congratulations to Chief 

Felony Prosecutor Cynthia 

WALKER for 15 years of 

service with the District 

Attorney’s office. Thank 

you, Cindy, for putting your 

heart and soul into fighting 

for victims every day. 

 DA Felony Prosecutor 

Ashley KEIL received her 5-

year service pin in March. 

 Congratulations to Connie RADER, DA Legal Secre-

tary, for her 15 years of service. Thank you, Connie, for 

being enthusiastic and always eager to help.  Connie is 

shown here with District Attorney Greg WILLIS during 

Commissioners Court. 

 Felony Investigator 

Kenny NEWTON cele-

brates 10 years with the 

District Attorney’s office. A 

child victim referred to 

Kenny as “Quiet Thunder,” 

and his colleagues de-

scribe him as steadfast, 

reliable, and patient. 

Thank you,  Kenny, for 

your 10 years of fierce 

dedication to serving vic-

tims and pursuing justice. 

 Assistant District Attor-
ney Lisa GONZALEZ cele-
brates 15 years of service 

in the DA’s office. Lisa does 
an amazing job reviewing 
thousands of cases in the 
Misdemeanor Intake Divi-
sion. She is caring, smart 

and dedicated. Thank you, 
Lisa, for all your hard work 
and dedication. 
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Scholarship winner 
Sheriff Box recently presented a schol-
arship on behalf of the Sheriff’s Associa-
tion of Texas to Luke SCRIBNER cen-
ter, left). Luke is a 2012 graduate of 
Farmersville High School and is current-
ly a senior majoring in Kinesiology at 

Tarleton State University where he is 
also a member of the Cross Country 
and Track Team.  Luke is the son of 
Collin County Sheriff’s Office Jail Case 
Coordinator Tonya SMITH (far right). 

James BLACKBURN re-
cently retired from the 
Collin County Sheriff’s 

Office.  James retired after 
twenty-six years of ser-
vice.  He was congratulat-
ed by Sheriff Terry BOX 
and was presented with a 
retirement plaque for his 

dedication and years of 
service. 

Sheriff Terry BOX pre-
sented Tony BRADLEY 
with his retirement plaque 

and congratulated him on 
his twenty-four years of 
dedicated service with the 
Collin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. 

Promoted 
Daniel CATES was re-
cently promoted from 
Detention Sergeant to 
Detention Lieutenant.   Detention Officer Ryan 

CALENDER was presented 
the Life Saving Award for his 

heroic actions. Officer Cal-
ender responded to a critical 
medical incident in the jail.  
His actions were directly 
attributed to saving an indi-
vidual’s life. 

Recent Retirements 

Special 

Commendation 
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 Congratulations to Jessi WESTMORELAND FISHER 
(above, left), Senior Administrator in the District Clerk’s 
office, who graduated in May receiving her Bachelors of 

Science in Criminal Justice Administration. 

 Kristi WELLS (above, center), who works as a jury clerk, 

received her 20-year service pin from District Clerk Andrea 
THOMPSON. 

 Suzanne DAVIS (above, left), who works as a criminal 
supervisor, received her 25-year service pin from District 
Clerk Andrea THOMPSON.  

DISTRICT CLERK 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 Mike JENKINS, a business analyst for IT projects,  

received his 30-year service pin from Caren SKIP-
WORTH in mid-April during Commissioners Court. 

Mike has been with the county long enough to date 
back to computer conversions of the tax and criminal 
justice system during a 20-year stint as a senior de-
veloper.   

THE COLLIN COUNTY CONNECTION is pub-

lished six times 

a year for county 
employees by 

the Public Infor-

mation Office, 

with a lot of 

technical assis-
tance from the 

good people in 

Information 

Technology’s 

GIS department.  

Please submit 

your articles, an-

niversaries, an-

nouncements, classified ads, good deeds and 
kudos in plain text email to:  

publicrelations@collincountytx.gov.  

We post deadlines for submissions on the Cal-
endar at MyCollinCounty. 
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‘Fallen Warriors’ collection continues to grow at Courthouse 

Four more portraits of Col-
lin County natives who 

died serving our country 
were added to the court-

house walls in June by  Air 
Force veteran and McKin-

ney artist Colin KIMBALL, 
and sponsored by the Bill 
Bryan Post 110 American 

Legion. 

Those veterans honored for 
their sacrifice were: Aenard 
“Ann” COMPTON of Allen; Sgt. 
Robert W. BENTLY of McKin-
ney; LCPL Steven W. HUTCH-
INGS of Celina; and, LCPL Ja-

cob D. HAYES of Allen. 

The Fallen Warriors collection 

now stands at 22 portraits.  

In the photos above, from the 

top, are family members and 
fellow Marines of Corporal 
Hayes, including former Collin 
County Fire Marshal Steve 
DEFFIBAUGH (red jacket); 
Colin KIMBALL accepts a 

$1,000 donation for the project 
from the County Clerks office, 
and stands with Brenda 
CAVENDER, Brenda GERMAN, 
Brandi ROBERSON, County 
Clerk Stacey KEMP, and To-

nya KELLOGG. 

Dog Days 

The District Clerk’s office host-
ed the Dog Days of Summer 

last week with various activi-
ties to raise money for the 

Collin County Animal Shelter.  
Between hot dog and raffle 

ticket sales, as well as paying 

for the chance to wear jeans 
during the week, they raised 

$640.   



 

 

Page 12 C O LL I N CO UN T Y CO N NE C T I ON 

ANNOUNCEMENTS / CLASSIFIEDS 

Announcements  
Charlotte 
Faye 
HELDT: 
Born March 
7, 2015; 

height 20 ½ 
inches; 
weight 7 lbs. 
6 oz. Proud 
grandparents 
are Mark 

and Holly 
(Auditor’s 

Office) HELDT. 

Ashley Danielle BURTS, daughter of 
Kelley 
BURTS 
(Collin 
County 

Sheriff's 
Office) is 
graduating 
from Van 
Alstyne 
High 

School. She 
has been a 

member of the National Honor Society 
for 3 years, a member of PALS for 2 
years and also a member of FCA for 4 

years. She has lettered in basketball for 
3 years and lettered in softball 4 years. 
She has won several District Accolades 
in each sport. She will be playing soft-
ball for Hill College in Hillsboro, Texas 
where she plans to major in physical 

therapy.     

Tiffany PENNINGTON, daughter of 
Tommy & 

Janet PEN-
NINGTON 
(County 
Clerk’s Of-
fice) gradu-

ated from 
Collin Coun-
ty College 
on May 15. 
She gradu-
ated Magna 

Cum Laude 
with a 3.9 
grade point average, and will be attend-
ing UTD in the fall where she will be 
entering the professional program in 
accounting. 

Classifieds 
Elliptical: Nor-
dicTrack Ellipti-
cal in great con-
dition: $225. 
Contact Mike 

OWENS at 972-
548-3694 or  
mowens@ col-
lincountytx.gov. 

For sale: 2-inch 
Home Classics 
Memory Foam twin mattress topper. 
Used 1 summer; perfect for dorm.  $75. 

Black and Decker fruit and veggie juice 
extractor; never used, $20. Soda 
Stream still in original box,  $55. Con-
tact Carrie BRAZEAL at 469-271-
2377. 

Realtor: If you are looking to buy a 

home or sell a house, let me help you.  

Patty JOHNSON, Small World Realty, 

903-821-6682. 

IT launches new 

Justice System app 
Collin County’s web developers 

launched a new, free online appli-
cation in May that gives web-users 
one search engine to bring back 
data on the county's top data-
bases: active warrants, current 
inmates and court cases. 

Judicial Online Search was de-
signed and built completely in-

house, at no added cost to taxpay-
ers, and is part of ongoing efforts 
to accommodate the use of mobile 
devices. Collin County's website 
draws about 1.6 million pageviews 
– or "hits" -- a month. Almost 70 

percent of those hits involve tap-
ping one of the three judicial system 
databases now combined into Judicial 
Online Search.  

With Judicial Online Search, visitors to 
the county website can enter one 
search to pull back information from the 
three most heavily used databases onto 

one results pages with easy navigation 
back-and-forth between results. The 

online information from all three is up-
dated live, 24 hours a day. 

The IT staff started the project after 
converting the website to a SharePoint 

platform that could automatically adjust 
screen sizes for smart phones and tab-

lets. 

mailto:mowens@collincountytx.gov
mailto:mowens@collincountytx.gov

