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You are on your way to work just 

like you have done hundreds, may-

be thousands of times before.  

Then, ‘it’ happens. You are involved 

in a car accident. Unfortunately, 

your injuries are serious, and you 

are going to be out of commission 

for a lengthy recovery.  

With both broken arms in casts, you can 

no longer dress yourself nor can you 

feed yourself. What are you going to 

do?  

Have you really thought about someone 

having to take care of you for any 

length of time and how you would pay 

for it? 

We hope that this doesn’t happen, but 

did you know that 40 percent of adults 

between the ages of 18 and 64 receive 

some type of long term care? We don’t 

typically think of people in that age 

range needing help with daily life func-

tions. Usually that type of care is asso-

ciated with someone older. For adults 

over 65, statistics say 7 out of every 10 

will need some type of long term care 

during their lifetime.   

Fortunately, if you are a regular full-

time employee with Collin County, you 

have access to Long Term Care Insur-

ance.  And, if you have eight or more 

years of service, long term care insur-

ance is provided to you by Collin County 

at no charge.   

This valuable insurance provides bene-

fits for nursing and custodial care if you 

require assistance with two or more 

daily life activities such as eating and 

dressing. But don’t think that means 

(Continued on page 2) 

Long-term care benefits: expecting the unexpected 

Excellence in 

procurement, 

15 years running 

The Collin County Pur-

chasing Department is 

the recipient of the 

2017 Achievement of 

Excellence in Procure-

ment Award. 

Collin County is one of 

only 50 agencies in Texas 

and one of only 48 Coun-

ties in the United States 

and Canada to receive the 

award. Collin County has 

received the award for 15 

consecutive years. 

The Achievement of Excel-
lence in Procurement rec-
ognizes organizational ex-
cellence in public and non-
profit procurement.  The 
award criteria are de-
signed to measure innova-
tion, professionalism, e-
procurement, productivity, 
and leadership attributes 
of the procurement func-
tion.   

Things are looking up 
(from left) Steve GANEY, Commissioners Susan FLETCHER and Duncan WEBB take a good 

look at the partial solar eclipse from the back dock of the Administration Building in August. 

In the background, Constable Shane WILLIAMS watches the rest of the crowd of employees 

during the brief sun-gazing event. 
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NEWS 

you have to be in a nursing home to 

use the insurance. You may receive 

the services while at home, in an as-

sisted living facility, or in a long term 

care facility.   

Once you have completed eight years 

of service with Collin County, the 

county provides a basic long term 

care insurance policy for you at no 

charge. When you complete 15 years 

of service, the coverage amount dou-

bles.   

If you did not sign up for long term 

care when you were originally hired, 

you are not out of luck. You can still 

enroll in long term care insurance 

during open enrollment, but you will 

need to complete an Evidence of In-

surability form and be approved by 

the insurance company. 

Unlike some other county-provided 

benefits, you can even take this in-

surance with you when you leave 

employment or retire by completing 

the appropriate application in a time-

ly manner and continuing to pay the 

premium.  Even better is that your 

premiums do not increase with age, 

they only increase with additional 

coverage based on age at the time of 

the addition. What a great benefit!  

Do your family members wish they 

could find a policy like this? Well, as a 

bonus, your spouse, parents, grand-

parents, siblings, and children can 

apply for coverage as a result of you 

being eligible through Collin County 

employment. They will need to com-

plete the evidence of insurability to 

determine if coverage will be ap-

proved. If you are a CSCD employee, 

you are eligible for state provided 

benefits and are therefore not eligible 

for long term care insurance. 

When you consider that the average 

cost of long term care can range any-

where from $100 per day in your 

home to over $3800 or more per 

month at a facility, it makes sense to 

have long term care insurance to help 

cover those costs. If you are interest-

ed in long-term care insurance or 

have any questions, please contact 

Angela MERAZ in Human Re-

sources, 972-548-4687. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Myers Park adds 

shade garden 

The Shade Garden at Myers Park recent-
ly debuted, an idea of the Collin County 
Master Gardeners to add a cool resting 
spot at the park.  

The staff received $3,000 in funds from 
Parks and Open Space in FY2016.The 
staff laid irrigation in May and in July 
added drainage for the garden beds and 
rip rap to stop erosion around the trees. 
One of the Master Gardeners designed 
the garden in June.   The CCMG had the 
stone work done and Myers Park staff, 
along with SCORE, laid 50 pallets of sod. 
Finally, it was time for plants and the 
CCMG planted in late August. 

But the project was truly a team effort, 
with funds from the county, the CCMG, 

and one Master Gardener who donated 
the bench.  

And going back to 2010, the bridge on 
the left above was built by Boy Scouts 
as an Eagle Scout project. 

Before: 

August 2017 
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PEOPLE 

Caught in the act 

Environmental Deputy Charles SIBLEY recently noticed a pickup truck 

loaded with used tires in the McKinney area. Based on his experience, he 

followed the vehicle. Just as Deputy Sibley suspected, the vehicle con-

taining the tires traveled to a field outside of Anna where they were 

caught dumping the used tires. Deputy Sibley made contact with the 

three individuals and, after conducting field interviews, the driver was 

arrested for Illegal Dumping. 

30 years’ service 

 Mark CRULL (right) of Facilities Mainte-

nance recently received his 30-year service pin 

from Dan JAMES.   

10 years’ service 

Pat CROSSWHITE, Vital Statistics, re-

ceived her 10-year service pin from County 

Clerk Stacey KEMP (right).  

Going the Extra Mile 

 Beth VINCENT (left), Land Recording 

Supervisor, and Cece LEGGIERI, Office Coor-

dinator, both received Going-the-Extra-Mile 

awards from County Clerk Stacey KEMP. 

Hurricane Harvey response from the CCSO 

 Dispatch Supervisor Maria 

LEMONDS and Dispatcher 

Erin WHITFIELD were part 

of the Telecommunicator 

Emergency Response Task-

force  deployed to help out in 

Dickinson, in the aftermath of 

Hurricane Harvey. 

 

 

 The Sheriff also de-

ployed Sgt. Andrew 

HATCH and Deputies 

William Armstrong 

and Sarah Wittenburg 

to Beaumont last 

month where they 

worked with a team of 

state and local law en-

forcement officials un-

der the guidance of the 

Chief of Police in Beau-

mont. 
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PEOPLE and their ... 

If there’s one way to get to know folks, ask them about their 

pets. So we asked employees to tell us about the pets they 

adopted from the county’s Animal Shelter, our favorite source 

and endless supply of what are frequently called (wince), fur 

babies. Thanks to all for sharing their photos and stories. 

Lisa ZOSKI, Information 
Technology: Lisa’s shel-
ter adoptions include Jack 
(in the hat), about 9 years 
old and Al, a donkey who 
is “falling in love with my 
deer statue when our 
horse is not watching.” 
She and her husband also 
have two more dogs from 
the shelter, The Duke and 
Zoey. “I have also adopted 
doggies for my grandchil-
dren to love. These ani-
mals have brought so 
much companionship and love to our family and they love you uncon-
ditionally. Who doesn’t need that kind of love in their life?” 

Above, Lisa Zoski ’s “Al,” and his current love interest. 

 

Daphne LYNCH, Epidemiologist: “Mortimer (Morty) was adopted 
from the Collin County Animal Shelter in September 2015. He is a very 
outgoing 
cat and 
loves 
having 
someone 
around 
all the 
time to 
play with 
him. He 
really 
needed a 
friend he 
could 
play with 

while his adoptive mom and dad were at work. In February 2016, Ade-
laide (Addie), also from the shelter, was added to the Lynch family 
household. She was extremely shy and afraid when she first arrived at 
her new home. After a few months of working with her and with some 
help from her outgoing brother Morty, she has come out of her shell 
and feels right at home now. The pair are inseparable now, but have 
decided they have room to welcome their human sibling, expected in 
February 2018. As you can see they are eagerly preparing for the new 
addition to their family.” 

 

Julie RUTHERFORD, Human Resources: “We adopted Winchester 
(Winnie) about a year after I started working here, so she’s 9 now. She 
was about 3 months old when we got her and she grew into 80 pounds 
of the sweetest, most laid back dog you can imagine. She thinks she’s 
a lap dog, loves kids, knows when you have had a bad day and will 
just cuddle until you feel better. She is my girl and I love her to pieces. 
We did a DNA test and she is 50% Great Pyrenees, 50% German 
Shorthair Pointer, 100% perfect.” 

 

Richard SPRINGSTEEN, 
Sheriff’s Office: “My wife 
Laura and I took in Twin kittens 
last spring, named them Cobra 
Jet (CJ) and Domino. They 
joined our family of two rescue 
dogs and another cat.” 
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… Official County PETS 

Allison McCABE, Tax Asses-
sor’s Office: “I adopted from 
Collin County’s Animal Shelter 
back in March. Meet Spur. He 
had gone up for adoption the 
day we adopted him. He was as 
sweet as could be the day we 
picked him up. He was calm and 
loving and a little timid but darn 
did that change. Not the loving 
part; he is such a cuddle bug 
and loves to be in your lap and 
loves everyone around him, but 
he is no longer calm or timid. He 
is our little firecracker, always 
ready to play fetch and run 
around the house like crazy. He 
is perfect and he was everything 
we didn’t realize we needed. I 
always recommend adopting 
especially from Collin County. 
They were perfect in helping us 
find our Fur Baby.” 

 

Mara KURTULAN, Medical 
Examiner’s Office: “We adopt-
ed Lucy from the Collin County 
Animal shelter in 2014. She is 
joined by her four-legged brother, Linus, and her sister, Olive. We don’t 
know what breed she is or where she came from but we love her. She 
is great with the kids and she can be a little crazy at times, and that is 
what makes her so special.” 

 
Sara SMITH, Human Re-
sources: We adopted our 
Lily a little more than a month 
ago, after Misty Brown intro-
duced me to her. She came 
from an animal hoarder, but 
you would never know that 
with how sweet and calm she 
is. She is my first dog and I 
would never replace her for 
anything. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawana DOWNS, 
Sheriff’s Office: 
“This is Waylon, 
who has grown old 
with us. He is 
loved, spoiled, and 
one of the smartest 
dogs we have ever 
owned.” 

 

 

 

 

Tammy MARTINEZ, District 
Clerk’s Office: “We’ve had 
Maggie the Motorboat for almost 
a year now, she is a tortoise-
shell-colored cat. My kids 
named her this due to her purr 
being so loud it sounds like a 
boat motor. She loves sleeping 
on our laps, (or backs if in bed), 
and flopping over in the middle 
of the floor for a belly rub. She 
will also clean our Pomeranian’s 
ears anytime they are cuddled 
up in a chair together. The mi-
nute she hears my alarm in the 
morning she starts meowing so 
loudly for a pet it’s as if she’s a 
second alarm. We couldn’t have asked for a better, sweeter cat.” 

 

Valerie Miller, District Attorney’s Office: “We adopted Scone from 
the shelter in March this year.  She was sick when we got her but took 
her to the vet and got her fixed up real quick. She was spayed shortly 
after we adopted her using the voucher we received from Animal Ser-
vices. When we took her to our vet we found out her breed is marbled 
bangel. She is extremely friendly. She greets us at the door every day 
when we get home.  She loves being a lap cat and taking naps … ANY-
WHERE … and with anyone she can find. She weighs more than our 
mini schnauzer, weighing in at 13 pounds. My 9-year-old daughter 
carries her around like a baby and plays with her with different toys. 
Scone’s favorite toy is a plastic bag. We don’t leave them out for her to 
play with but when we’re home we get one out and let her go crazy 
with it.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

30 years 

of service 
 Sheriff Jim SKINNER 

recognized Pam 

PALMISANO for her 30 

years of service with the 

Collin County Sheriff’s Of-

25 years’ service 
 Parrish CUNDIFF.  

15-year service anniversaries 

David BOWELS                  Jeremy HOPKINS            Lee HOWE 

Jamie McCARTHY           Wes MENSER                  Robert MORRIS 

Promotions 

 To Captain, 

Cundiff  

PARRISH. 

 

 

 

 

 

 To Lieutenant, 

Dan BUHOLTZ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 To Lieutenant, 

Kevin GREEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 To Sergeant, 

Brandon POLK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To Sergeant,  

Tony  

RODRIGUEZ. 
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SHERIFF’S OFFICE    

10 years’ service 

 Robert MERRITT 

 

5 years’ service 

 Stephanie CARTER; 

 Eric HOCHSTATTER. 

Sworn in 

Steve  GOODMAN, 

sworn in as an investi-

gator for the CCSO. 

 

Special 

Achievement 

Graduation 
Law Enforcement  

Graduation: from left, 

Jason CONNELLY, 

Transfer Officer; Lisa  

RICHARDSON, Jail 

Sergeant; Sheriff 

Skinner; Tyler  

BRADFORD, Transfer 

Officer. 

 Chief Randy CLARK 

(left) and Chief Mark 

SANDERSON both 

received Sheriff’s Com-

mendation Medals for 

their hard work and 

dedication to the bet-

terment of the Sheriff’s 

Office.  

 Mark WATSON re-

ceived the Sheriff’s 

Achievement Medal for outstanding merit and 

dedication. The deputy assisted in the re-

sponse to the near drowning of a 4-year-old 

girl, displaying braveness, steady work and 

compassion to the family, medical staff, and 

the little girl.  

Back the Blue game:  
 Accompanied by Princeton Police Chief James WATERS and Melissa 

Chief Duane SMITH, Sheriff Skinner (center) displays the tribute game 

ball delivered by Air Evac Lifeteam to the  Back the Blue game. 

25th annual ‘shoot-out’ 
Sheriff Skinner and former retired Sheriff Terry BOX pose during a 

break in the 25th annual Sheriffs’ charity golf tournament in McKinney. 
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… and more shelter PETS 

 

 

Sheri NILSON, Elec-
tions Department: “We 
adopted Agent Fluffy from 
the shelter several years 
ago. She now lives with 
our son, Ben, in St. Louis. 
She keeps him company 
and makes sure he knows 
that she is the most im-
portant “person” in his 
life.” 

 
Rhonda KIELSING, Public 
Works: “My son went and adopt-
ed a kitten from CCAS after we 
lost one of ours to old age. Attila 
is the first tuxedo I’ve ever 
owned, and I love her Apollo Ono 
soul-patch. She definitely has her 
own personality and loves to hunt. 
She doesn’t like to be held (which 
is fine because she weighs a ton) 
but will cuddle with us on the 
couch if we don’t pet her too 
much. We almost always had a 
black cat in our family so when 
mine passed away it was no sur-
prise (except to my husband) that 
I went over to the CCAS and got 
myself a little black kitten. She 
cried all the way to the house but 
when I took her out of her cage 
and held her she knew she was 
home. Adrian is a total lap cat and 
would stay on my lap for hours if 
she could. She is the little one of 
the group and will terrorize, chase 
and pick on the other two cats who 
are about twice her size.” 

 

Donna FOSTER, County Clerk’s Office: 
“I lost my beloved scotty, Gus, in October 
2015. I wasn’t ready for a new fur buddy 
for a while; but when I was, I started 
looking at the Collin County Animal Shel-
ter’s website in August 2016. It took two 
physical visits to the shelter before I 
found my Louie. He was listed as a Terri-
er Mix and about 1 year old. He has been 
a wonderful companion and I adore him. 
I would recommend visiting the local 
shelter for finding that one wonderful fur 
friend that will complete your life.” 

 

 

Tricia CAWTHRON: “We adopt-
ed our rat terrier, Holly, two 
years ago from the Collin County 
Animal Shelter. From the minute 
we got to the car, it was like she 
knew she was out of there, and 
had an entirely different nature. 
She is the sweetest dog. She has 
helped me in so many ways. We 
love her, and don't know what we 
would do without her.” 

 
Devin ALLEN, Sheriff’s Office: “I adopted Cleo (short for Cleopatra) 
because of her diva attitude, in June. I originally went to look at her 
kittens, but fell in love with her 
white whiskers and took her home. 
Her favorite things are talking, 
getting any kind of attention, being 
brushed and bullying our dogs.” 

 

Paul FRANK, Courthouse Securi-
ty: “My wife and I have three res-
cue dogs, and the last dog we 
adopted from the Collin County 
Animal Shelter two years ago. Her 
name is Reba, and she was found 
as a stray before being brought to 

the 
shel-
ter. Although we already had two dogs, 
we fell in love with Reba when we visited 
her at the shelter. The staff spoke highly 
of her and how friendly she was and that 
she loved to play. She certainly is full of 
energy, and loves nothing more than 
belly rubs and chasing Frisbees. It took a 
little time for her to adjust to the dy-
namic of the household and other dogs, 
but today she is a full-fledged family 
member and enjoys the perks that come 
with it.” 

 

Raylene HOXEY, Sheriff’s 
Office: “Here is a picture of 
Taffy my unadoptable dog. I 
was told she would not go to 
anyone but I figured I would 
try. She jumped in my lap 
and adopted me. It has taken 
time and love but she is such 
a good dog.” 

 

Lorrie ESCAMILLA, Sher-
iff’s Office: “Ms. Cheeto was 
adopted in September 2012. 
I went to the shelter to find 
an orange cat like the one 
that my daughter Brooke had 
previously raised and lost. 
Watching thru the window I 
eyed one that was smaller 
than all the rest and using its 
paws to try to wake the oth-
ers sleeping. She was found 
in a ditch in Celina along with 
three others and brought to 
the shelter at only 5 weeks 
old, I was told by a volun-
teer. I knew she was the one. 
I surprised Brooke with her 
new playmate and Ms. Chee-
to immediately curled under her neck, weighing only about 1 pound. 
Five years later she still crawls under Brooke’s neck, now weighing 
about 10 pounds. She requires instant attention when you come home, 
will not eat day old food and will whine until she gets it her way. My 
daughter loves this little creature to the moon and back, and I do, too.”  

(Continued from page 5) 


